
DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: Early Stage 1 

OUTCOMES and CONTENT 

OUTCOME 
A student: 
ENe-5A 
demonstrates developing skills in using letters, simple sound blends and some sight 

words to represent known words when spelling 
 

CONTENT 
Students:  

Develop and apply contextual knowledge  

 understand that initial approximations can lead to correct formal spelling  

 

Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features  

 spell unknown words phonetically with closer approximations  

 know how to use onset and rime to spell words 

 identify patterns in words leading to the identification of word families  

 use and write beginning and ending sounds of spoken words  

 know that letters are used to represent sounds when writing words  

 

Respond to and compose texts  

 use approximations and some conventional spelling  

 attempt to spell unknown words using simple strategies, eg segmenting  

 spell some common words accurately in their own writing  

 vocalise or subvocalise words when trying to write them  

 use plural form when spelling some words  

http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/language-forms/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/onset-rime/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/responding/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/composing/?ajax


DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: Stage 1 

OUTCOMES and CONTENT 

OUTCOME 
A student: 
EN1-5A 
uses a variety of strategies, including knowledge of sight words and letter–sound cor-
respondences, to spell familiar words 

CONTENT 
Students:  

Develop and apply contextual knowledge  
 demonstrate growing awareness of how accurate spelling supports the reader in 

understanding written texts to read fluently  
 
Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features  
 know that regular one-syllable words are made up of letters and common letter 

clusters that correspond to the sounds heard, and how to use visual memory to 
write high-frequency words  

 understand how to use digraphs, long vowels, blends and silent letters to spell 
words, and use morphemes and syllabification to break up simple words and 
use visual memory to write irregular words 

 recognise common prefixes and suffixes and how they change a word's meaning  
 begin to understand how knowledge of word origins supports spelling and vocab-

ulary  
 

Respond to and compose texts  
 spell high-frequency and common sight words accurately when composing texts  
 spell known words using letter names  
 isolate and write the initial, medial and final sound of a word  
 exchange one letter in a written word with a different letter to make a new word  
 use double consonants where appropriate, eg 'hopping'  
 begin to use a dictionary for spelling activities and word meaning  
 recognise when a word is spelt incorrectly  
 use morphemic and phonological knowledge when spelling  

http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/language-forms/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/high-frequency-sight-words/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/digraph/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/morpheme/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/syllabification/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/visual-memory/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/prefix/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/suffix/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/responding/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/composing/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/phonological/?ajax


DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: Stage 2 

OUTCOMES and CONTENT 

OUTCOME 
A student: 
EN2-5A 
uses a range of strategies, including knowledge of letter–sound correspondences and 
common letter patterns, to spell familiar and some unfamiliar words 

CONTENT 
Students:  

Develop and apply contextual knowledge  
 understand how accurate spelling supports the reader to read fluently and inter-

pret written text  
Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features  
 understand how to use strategies for spelling words, including spelling rules, 

knowledge of morphemic word families, spelling generalisations, and letter com-
binations including double letters  

 recognise homophones and know how to use context to identify correct spelling  
 understand how knowledge of word origins supports spelling  

 

Respond to and compose texts  

 use a variety of spelling strategies to spell high-frequency words correctly when 
composing imaginative and other texts  

 use morphemic, visual, syntactic, semantic and phonological knowledge when 
attempting to spell unknown words  

 discuss and use strategies for spelling difficult words  
 experiment with spell check applications and develop an awareness of the limita-

tions of their features in digital technology  
 use knowledge of alphabetical order to locate information in texts, eg dictionar-

ies, glossaries  
 identify spelling errors in own writing and unknown texts and provide correct 

spelling  

http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/language-forms/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/homophone/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/responding/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/composing/?ajax


DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: Stage 3 

OUTCOMES and CONTENT 

OUTCOME 
A student: 
EN3-4A 
draws on appropriate strategies to accurately spell familiar and unfamiliar words 
when composing texts 

CONTENT 
Students:  
Develop and apply contextual knowledge  
 understand how accurate spelling supports the reader to read fluently and inter-

pret written text with clarity  
 
Understand and apply knowledge of language forms and features  
 understand how to use banks of known words, word origins, base words, suffixes 
and prefixes, morphemes, spelling patterns and generalisations to learn and spell new 
words, for example technical words and words adopted from other languages 
 understand that the pronunciation, spelling and meanings of words have histories 
and change over time  
 
Respond to and compose texts 
 recognise most misspelt words in their own writing and use a variety of resources 
for correction 
 integrate a range of spelling strategies and conventions to accurately spell most 
words, including words of many syllables, when composing imaginative and other 
texts 
 use morphemic, visual, syntactic, semantic and phonological strategies, eg recogni-
tion of letter patterns of words, when composing texts 
 demonstrate an awareness of the limitations of spell check features in digital com-
munication  

http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/language-forms/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/word-origin/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/prefix/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/morpheme/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/responding/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/composing/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/syllable/?ajax
http://syllabus.bostes.nsw.edu.au/glossary/eng/syntactic/?ajax


DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE:   All Stages 

Quota Spelling 
 

 

Devising Lists 

Lists must be devised from easiest to hardest words. 

 

The Make-Up of a List (catering for all-from low achievers to high achievers) 

Teachers are to devise quota lists so that students of different abilities gain a sense of 

achievement. Low achieving students must be kept in mind when devising lists. The    

following is a guide to how many words particular ability groups should achieve on      

assessment tasks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mystery Words-These are additional words used for extension of better students that 

are studying at an advanced level in Stages 1,2 & 3. They are not part of the standard 

quota list but are difficult words that come from ‘Word Exploration’. They are used  

additional to the maximum quota during the assessment task. Mystery Words are     

selected by the teacher and become part of the assessment task without student prior 

knowledge. 

 

Break-Up of Types of Knowledge that Constitute a List 

The following table shows the number of each type of word to be part of a quota list. 

 

Early St 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Ability Level 

4-6 6-8 8-12 12-16 Below Average 

7-8 9-12 13-16 17-23 Average 

Above Average 9-10 13-15+ 17-20+ 24-30+ 

Early St 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 WORD TYPE 

4 6 6 7 Phonological words 

6 5 or 6 9 5 Visual words 

Theme words N/A N/A N/A 5 

Morphological words Some in 

Term s2,3,4 
2 3 10 

Etymological words N/A 1 or 2 2 3 



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE:   All Stages 

Quota Spelling 
 

 
Number of Words Per Stage: 

 

 

Homework Expectation 

 

Lists:  

Lists are introduced each fortnight. 

Early St 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3  

10 15 20 30 Maximum in Quota List 

0 3 5 8 Maximum ‘Mystery Words’ 

Early Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

Nil Nil Max of 15 min/week Max of 20 min/week 
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DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE:   All Stages 

Spelling Within Writing 

Conferencing Tips-Writing Drafts 

1. For most writing activities, the session should be totally quiet. 

2. Students access the teacher through either ‘hands-up’ or a student waiting list on the    

whiteboard. 

3. Students are made aware of what to do, if waiting for assistance eg. write an attempt 

at word and continue writing. 

4. Students always attempt word first in Personal Dictionary before seeking help. 

5. Teacher to always have an activity available for those that finish before time. 

Personal Dictionary-How to Use 

During a writing activity students are to use ‘Personal Dictionary’ (Spell It Booklet). When 

unsure of a word, student turns to the correct alphabetical page in booklet and attempts the 

word. Student then shows teacher the attempt and teacher corrects as necessary whilst 

briefly pointing out accuracy of attempt and difficult sounds within the word.  

Student returns to writing and fixes error or inserts correctly spelt word. 

Assessment of Writing 

How often? 

Assessments of student writing should occur at least twice per term. 

What to look for? 

For Spelling– initial, medial and end sounds used/ use of common words/ attempts at           

unfamiliar words/ attempts at difficult words/ over-reliance on sounding out/ ability to make 

connections from known words to similar words eg. lamp-stamp 

 

Assessment of Word Lists 

Students are tested on their individual quota list words fortnightly. These results are        

recorded in Assessment folder. A score of within 2, entitles a student to have their quota 

increased for the next list studied. A score with more than 2 errors may cause a decrease. 



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
-Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 
NAPLAN PRACTISE 

Students are to be exposed to the types of spelling-based activities used in 

NAPLAN testing.  

For students in Grades 3 and 5, this should occur sporadically throughout the year 

leading up to the actual test (several times per term prior to the test would suffice). 

For students in Grades 1, 2, 4 and 6  this should occur at least once per term. 

Practise examples are best created by ’doctoring’  a student’s writing and using   

notebook software so it can be examined and practised as a class activity on the    

interactive whiteboard. 

 

 

Examples of Activities Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

    

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class: ________________    Term: _______ Weeks:______ 
 

General Organisation of Subject  
 

 A new list is introduced every:-   fortnight  

 

 A list is derived from (tick all) :-  

       unit based words 

       school-based curriculum word groups 

       common words eg.Johnstons 

Word lists are: 

 Individual quota lists 

Grouped into levels 

 

Assessment 

Tests are given each:-  fortnight   

Testing is: 

Dictation for more able students 

List tests 
Specific Strategies  

Groupings / Rotation of Activities (if applicable) 
 

 

 

 

CLASSROOM ORGANISATION 

Subject:   SPELLING 

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Time Allocation (80 min)      

Extension of Students Management for Fast Finishers IEP's 

   



SPELLING CONTENT-Page 1 

Term:  1  2  3  4  (circle correct)           Class:____ 

WORD LISTS –see overleaf for word lists studied 

 

ACTIVITIES –see ‘Activities’ sheet overleaf 

 

LIST BREAK-UP 

The following table shows the number of each type of word to be part of a quota list. 

 

 

NUMBER of WORDS in a LIST PER STAGE 

Early St 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 WORD TYPE 

4 6 6 7 Phonological words 

6 5 or 6 9 5 Visual words 

Theme words N/A N/A N/A 5 

Morphological words Some in Term 

s2,3,4 
2 3 10 

Etymological words N/A 1 or 2 2 3 

Early St 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3  

10 15 20 30 Maximum in Quota List 

0 3 5 8 Maximum ‘Mystery Words’ 

SPELLING GENERALISATIONS USED 



SPELLING CONTENT-Page 2-Stage 1 

Term:  1  2  3  4  (circle correct)           Class:____ 

COMPUTER/NOTEBOOK PROGRAMS USED 
 

List Test  Writing samples  

Dictation  Proofreading test  

Student Conference    

Dictagloss    

ASSESSMENTS USED 

SPELLING EVALUATION 

Program Focus Activity Group 
Completed 

(Tick) 

Notebook-Spell It-Level 1A Visuals- said,this,feel,and,saw 

Visuals-look,put,way,then,I’m 

Visuals-made,must,just,them,make 

Visuals-been,some,very,such,soon 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Naplan practise 

  

Notebook-Spell It-Level 1B Visuals– also,back,six,ten,over 

Visuals– give,must,any,off,will 

Visuals– who,can’t,out,our,after,seven 

Visuals– his,her,came,also,why 

Right v Wrong 

Naplan practice 

Right v. Wrong 

Missing Letter 

  

Notebook-Spell It-Level 1C Visuals– two,too,five,give,were 

Visuals– for,four,how,here,what,when 

Visuals– now,more,many,went,about 

Visuals– mine,eight,twice,like,was 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

  

Notebook-Spell It-Level 1D Rhymes- -eet or –eat 

Sounds –ing,-ong,-ung 

Sounds -ick 

Sounds -all and –ell 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Word building 

Rymes 

  

  

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

   

     



SPELLING CONTENT-Page 2-Stage 2 

Term:  1  2  3  4  (circle correct)           Class:____ 

COMPUTER/NOTEBOOK PROGRAMS USED 
 

List Test  Writing samples  

Dictation  Proofreading test  

Student Conference    

Dictagloss    

ASSESSMENTS USED 

SPELLING EVALUATION 

Program Focus Activity Group 
Completed 

(Tick) 

Notebook-Spell It-Level 2A Visuals– are,during,whose,father,him 

Visuals– off,which,among,sure,see 

Visuals– ahead,thing,you,since,face, 

Visuals– every,very,out,through 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Naplan practise 

Right v. Wrong 

  

Notebook-Spell It-Level 2B Visuals– although,over,where,toward 

Visuals– always,either,already,ought 

Visuals– might,been,build,though 

Visuals– whether,couldn’t,would,seen 

Right v Wrong 

Naplan practice 

Missing Letter 

Right v. Wrong 

  

Notebook-Spell It-Level 2C Visuals– body,bodies,even,half,talk 

Visuals– lunch,choice,fruit,children 

Visuals– thank,dear,anyway,parent 

Visuals– whole,computer,special,read 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

  

Notebook-Spell It-Level 2D Visuals-  -ice 

Visuals-  -ang 

Visuals-  -ane or –ain 

Visuals-  -ark and –ork 

Word Building 

Right v. Wrong 

Right v. Wrong 

Rhymes 

  

  

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

   

     



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: Stages 1 and 2 (more over page) 

SPELLING GENERALISATIONS (page 1) 



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: Stages 2 and 3 

SPELLING GENERALISATIONS (page 2) 



DNPS SPELLING CONTENT-Activities Taught-EARLY ST 1 

RESOURCE CODE (-include coded book below and number of specific sheet in relevant column above) 

S=Sound Waves (Teacher Resource Book No: ____) 

B= Black Line Master (Sound Waves) 

 

 

 NUMBERED WORD LISTS (to be inserted in row below)   

CLASS: ______ List No: List No: List No: List No: List No: 

TERM:  1 2 3 4  (circle)      YEAR:_______ Weeks 
1/2 

Weeks  

3/4 

Weeks 

5/6 

Weeks 

7/8 

Weeks 

9/10 

ACTIVITIES– WORD EXPLORATION      

Prefixes      

Brainstorming of words with particular sound eg –ee-      

Rhymes      

Word Endings/ Building Words eg. add –ing, -ed      

Plurals      

Black Line Masters (include BLM used eg. B V37)      

      

      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-LIST FAMILIARISATION      

Alphabetical Order      

Spelling Bingo      

Memory Game      

Look/ Cover/ Write/ Check practise      

Unjumbling      

Sentence writing      

Words in words      

      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-GAMES      

Game-Now You See It      

      

      

Smartboard/ Computer games used (list below):      

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

ACTIVITIES-OTHER      

      

      



DNPS SPELLING CONTENT-Activities Taught-STAGE 1 

RESOURCE CODE (-include coded book below and number of specific sheet in relevant column above) 

S=Sound Waves (Teacher Resource Book No: ____) 

B= Black Line Master (Sound Waves) 

Q=Quota Spelling Sheet  

 

 NUMBERED WORD LISTS (to be inserted in row below)   

CLASS: ______ List No: List No: List No: List No: List No: 

TERM:  1 2 3 4  (circle)      YEAR:_______ Weeks 
1/2 

Weeks  

3/4 

Weeks 

5/6 

Weeks 

7/8 

Weeks 

9/10 

ACTIVITIES– WORD EXPLORATION      

Prefixes      

Brainstorming of words with particular sound eg –ee-      

Game– 2 Minutes      

Rhymes      

Word Endings/ Building Words eg. add –ing, -ed      

Plurals      

Black Line Masters (include BLM used eg. B V37)      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-LIST FAMILIARISATION      

Alphabetical Order      

Memory Game      

Look/ Cover/ Write/ Check practise      

Word-shape puzzlers      

Sentence writing      

Words in words      

Word Groups eg. nouns      

Unjumbling      

Word Shapes      

Game-Spelling Bingo      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-GAMES      

Find-A-Words      

Game-Now You See It      

      

Smartboard/ Computer games used (list below):      

       

       

       

       

       

ACTIVITIES-OTHER      

Spelling list test      

NAPLAN practice using smartboard      

      



DNPS SPELLING CONTENT-Activities Taught-STAGE 2 

RESOURCE CODE (-include coded book below and number of specific sheet in relevant column above) 

S=Sound Waves (Teacher Resource Book No: ____) 

B= Black Line Master (Sound Waves) 

Q=Quota Spelling Sheet  

 

 NUMBERED WORD LISTS (to be inserted in row below)   

CLASS: ______ List No: List No: List No: List No: List No: 

TERM:  1 2 3 4  (circle)      YEAR:_______ Weeks 
1/2 

Weeks  

3/4 

Weeks 

5/6 

Weeks 

7/8 

Weeks 

9/10 

ACTIVITIES– WORD EXPLORATION      

Prefixes      

Brainstorming of words with particular sound eg –ee-      

Game– 2 Minutes      

Rhymes      

Word Endings/ Building Words eg. add –ing, -ed      

Plurals      

Black Line Masters (include BLM used eg. B V37)      

Using a dictionary to find words with  prefixes      

      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-LIST FAMILIARISATION      

Alphabetical Order      

Spelling Bingo      

Memory Game      

Look/ Cover/ Write/ Check practise      

Word-shape puzzlers      

Sentence writing      

Words in words      

Word Groups eg. nouns      

Unjumbling      

Word Shapes      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-GAMES      

Find-A-Words      

Game-Now You See It      

      

Smartboard/ Computer games used (list below):      

       

       

       

       

ACTIVITIES-OTHER      

Spelling list test      

NAPLAN practice using smartboard      

      



DNPS SPELLING CONTENT-Activities Taught-STAGE 3 

RESOURCE CODE (-include coded book below and number of specific sheet in relevant column above) 

S=Sound Waves (Teacher Resource Book No: ____) 

B= Black Line Master (Sound Waves) 

Q=Quota Spelling Sheet  

 

 NUMBERED WORD LISTS (to be inserted in row below)   

CLASS: ______ List No: List No: List No: List No: List No: 

TERM:  1 2 3 4  (circle)      YEAR:_______ Weeks 
1/2 

Weeks  

3/4 

Weeks 

5/6 

Weeks 

7/8 

Weeks 

9/10 

ACTIVITIES– WORD EXPLORATION      

Prefixes      

Brainstorming of words with particular sound eg –ee-      

Game– 2 Minutes      

Rhymes      

Word Endings/ Building Words eg. add –ing, -ed      

Plurals      

Black Line Masters (include BLM used eg. B V37)      

Using a thesaurus      

Using a dictionary to find words with  prefixes      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-LIST FAMILIARISATION      

Alphabetical Order      

Spelling Bingo      

Memory Game      

Look/ Cover/ Write/ Check practise      

Word-shape puzzlers      

Sentence writing      

Words in words      

Word Groups eg. nouns      

Unjumbling      

Word Shapes      

      

      

ACTIVITIES-GAMES      

Find-A-Words      

Game-Now You See It      

      

Smartboard/ Computer games used (list below):      

       

       

       

       

ACTIVITIES-OTHER      

Spelling list test      

NAPLAN practice using smartboard      
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h
ere, w

e
’re, into, 

is, w
e
, th

at, m
y, w

e
nt 

th
e
ir, th

e
re

, th
e
y’re

 
R

e
vision 

D
ays of w

ee
k 

 

 

3
/4

 

R
e
vision 

-air, -ing 

R
e
vision 

said
, com

e, h
ave, it, b

e
, 

m
ak

e, w
ant, ab

out, th
e
re

 

your, yours, you’re 
R

e
vision 

M
onth

s of year 

 

 

5
/6

 

-ou-,  –oe
– , -oa- 

e
g. sh

oe
, canoe

, b
oat, oar, 

sh
out, you 

so, or, are
, h

im
, fath

e
r, 

d
uring, w

h
o’s, w

h
ose

, 

w
h
om

 

ch
ange

 y to I  w
h
en    

ad
d
ing –e

s 

e
g. h

ippy-h
ippie

s 

b
i- 

 e
g. b

icycle 

 

 

7
/8

 

-e
e
-, -e

a- 
d
o, if, off, se

e
, w

h
ich

, 

am
ong, sure

, sle
ep,     

cantee
n 

m
yse

lf, yourse
lf 

tri- 

 e
g. triangle 

 

 

9
/1

0
 

-ie
– com

b
inations 

e
g. pie

, pie
ce

, friend
 

ah
e
ad

, since
, th

ing, m
ix

, 

face
, you, from

, h
as, m

an 

pre
fix

 –un 

 e
g. h

appy-unh
appy 

te
le

- 

 e
g. te

leph
one 
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g
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o
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g
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o
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g
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S
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n
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-ire
, -ure

 

 e
g. sure

, pure
, fire

 

e
ve

ry, ve
ry, m

oon, out, 

e
ve

ryone
, e

ve
ryth

ing, 

th
rough

, th
re

w
, th

ough
 

ad
d
ing –ne

ss 

 e
g. h

appy-h
appiness 

re
- 

 e
g. re

ply, re
act, retire

 

 

 

3
/4

 

-are
, a_

e and
 i_

e
 (long 

vow
e
l sound

) 

e
g. pace

, grape
, line

, sm
ile 

alth
ough

, ge
t, ove

r, d
id

, 

w
h
e
re

, e
ve

ryw
h
e
re

,     

tow
ard

s, h
ow

e
ve

r, b
ig 

com
pound

 w
ord

s 

 e
g. h

om
e
w

ork, classroom
 

trans- 

 e
g. transport 

 

 

5
/6

 

o_
e
, e

_
e
, u_

e
 (long vow

e
l 

sound
) 

e
g. h

ole
, h

e
re, cute

 

e
ith

e
r, alw

ays,       

th
e
re

fore
, alread

y, 

ough
t, ye

s, d
ead

, fly, d
o 

ad
d
ing –ing and

 d
ropping 

last le
tte

r 

e
g. h

ate
-h

ating 

pe
nt- 

 e
g. pe

ntagon 

 

 

7
/8

 

kn-, gn- (sile
nt le

tte
rs) 

 e
g. knock, gnash

, gnarl 

th
ough

, m
igh

t, b
uild

,  

forw
ard

, b
ackw

ard
, w

e
, 

d
ad

, m
um

, b
e
e
n 

h
alf-h

alves, knife
-knive

s 

le
af-le

ave
s 

yourse
lf-yourse

lves 

oct- 

 e
g. octopus, octob

e
r 

 

 

9
/1

0
 

w
r-, -ph

- 

 e
g. w

rite
, graph

, ph
one 

w
h
e
th

e
r, could

, w
ould

, 

could
n’t, w

ould
n’t, se

e
n, 

se
e
, sh

e
, running 

th
e
y’re

, you’re 
ce

nt- 

e
g. ce

ntiped
e
,            

ce
ntim

e
tre

, ce
ntre
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h
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o
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g
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S
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1
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-m
b
 (sile

nt lette
rs), h

- 

 e
g. num

b
, h

one
st 

b
od

y, b
od

ie
s, eve

n, h
alf, 

re
ce

ss, talk, b
ut, b

anana, 

b
e
st 

its, it’s 
kilo- 

 e
g. kilogram

, kilom
e
tre

 

 

 

3
/4

 

-oi– or –oy- 

 e
g. foil, toy, ah

oy 

ch
ild

, ch
ild

re
n, lunch

, 

m
oth

e
r, ch

oice
, fruit, 

b
ag, w

e
t, fly 

pe
rson, pe

rsonal,         

pe
rsonality 

e
x
- 

 e
g. e

x
act, e

x
cited

, e
x
it 

 

 

5
/6

 

-nk, -nt, -nd
 

 e
g. tank, spe

nt, sand
 

th
ank, you, d

ear, pare
nt, 

m
onth

, le
tte

r, your, m
e
, 

anyw
ay 

m
an-m

e
n 

w
om

an-w
om

e
n 

-graph
 

  

 

 

7
/8

 

-tt, -gg, -d
d
, -ff, -ll, at 

e
nd

 of w
ord

s 

e
g. fluff, b

all, e
gg, m

itt 

h
ole

, w
h
ole

, w
e
e
k,      

spe
cial, com

pute
r, re

d
, 

re
ad

, b
e
ing, isn’t 

ad
d
ing –ing and

 –ed
 and

 

d
oub

ling last letter 

e
g. ad

d
-ad

d
ed

-ad
d
ing 

m
illi- 

 e
g. m

illipe
d
e
, m

illim
e
tre

 

 

 

9
/1

0
 

-m
m

, -cc, -pp, -nn (in m
id

-

d
le

 of w
ord

s) 

e
g. b

utte
r, h

opping 

clock, b
ottom

, top, m
on-

e
y, b

re
akfast, none

,  

skip, h
op, ne

ar 

ad
d
ing –ing and

 –ed
 and

 

d
oub

ling last letter 

e
g. clap-clapped

-clapping 

in- 

e
g. into, insid

e
,             

inaccurate 
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g
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S
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1
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-tt, -gg, -d
d
, -ff, -ll, (in 

m
id

d
le

 of w
ord

s) 

e
g. b

utte
rfly, b

attle
 

b
ough

t, ough
t, b

rough
t, 

ope
n, und

e
r, sh

ut, ne
ar-

b
y, go, sad

 

d
oub

le last le
tte

r w
h
e
n 

ad
d
ing –e

r, -e
st 

e
g, m

ad
-m

ad
d
e
r-m

ad
d
est 

m
icro- 

 e
g. m

icroscope 

 

 

3
/4

 

-ie
- or –e

i-, -lt 

 e
g. spe

lt 

caugh
t, taugh

t, m
ore

,  

tom
orrow

, soon, afte
r, 

m
e
n, stop, sand

 

i b
e
fore

 e rule e
x
ce

pt  

afte
r c 

e
g. b

e
lie

f, re
ce

ive 

anti- 

 e
g. antid

ote 

 

 

5
/6

 

-e
r-, -ur-, -ir-, -or- 

 e
g. b

urn, w
e
re, fir 

b
re

ak, b
rake, tod

ay,  

ye
ste

rd
ay, w

alk, use
d
 to, 

b
y, w

h
y, us  

ad
d
ing –ing (no d

oub
ling 

last le
tte

r) 

e
g. b

urning, 

R
e
vision– list th

e w
ord

s revised 
 

 

7
/8

 

-e
w

-, -ue
- 

 e
g. fle

w
, glue

,  

R
e
vision– list th

e w
ord

s revised ad
d
ing –ly 

 e
g. sad

-sad
ly 

R
e
vision– list th

e w
ord

s revised 
 

 

9
/1

0
 

-au– or –aw
-, -lp 

 e
g, claw

, aud
ie

nce
, h

e
lp 

R
e
vision– list th

e w
ord

s revised R
e
vision– list th

e w
ord

s revised 
R

e
vision– list th

e w
ord

s revised 
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T
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e W
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rd
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1
/2

 

R
e
vision 

-m
m

, -cc, -pp, -nn (in 

m
id

d
le

 of w
ord

s) 

R
e
vision 

b
ough

t, ough
t, over, 

b
rough

t, ope
n,  

R
e
vision 

ad
d
ing –e

s and
 –ing 

R
e
vision 

re
- 

e
g. re

spe
ct, red

o
 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

3
/4

 

R
e
vision 

-oi– or –oy- 

R
e
vision 

ve
ry, e

ve
ryone

, out, 

e
ve

ryth
ing, th

rough
 

R
e
vision 

C
om

pound
 w

ord
s 

R
e
vision 

in- 

e
g. inh

ospitab
le

 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

5
/6

 

-e
d
ge

, -od
ge

, ud
ge

 

 e
g. le

d
ge

, lod
ge, b

ud
ge

 

alth
ough

, afterw
ard

s, 

righ
t, w

rite
,             

re
frigerator 

-ful, -ly 

e
g. h

appy-h
appily 

w
ond

er-w
ond

e
rful 

sub
- 

 e
g. sub

m
arine

 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

7
/8

 

-ough
 (m

id
d
le

s), -ough
 

(e
nd

s) 

e
g. th

ough
t, rough

 

oth
erw

ise
, pre

viously, 

still, tak
e
, tak

ing 

A
d
d
ing –ous, -e

ous, -le
ss 

e
g. care

le
ss, courte

ous, 

fab
ulous 

 

quad
- 

 e
g. quad

ruple
ts 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

9
/1

0
 

-augh
 

 e
g. d

augh
ter, laugh

 

finally, conse
que

ntly, 

w
alk

ing, w
ork

ing, find
 

Pre
fix

es 

un-, d
is-, in- 

e
g. untid

y, d
istaste

ful 

uni- 

 e
g. unive

rsity, union 
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K
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o
w

led
g
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S
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n
 

O
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T
h
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e W

o
rd

s 

 

1
/2

 

-tion, -sion 

 e
g. nation, d

e
cision 

rath
er th

an,      

th
e
refore, firstly, 

lastly, und
e
rstand

 

-ab
le

, -ib
le

,  

 e
g. portab

le
, possib

le
, 

se
m

i- 

 e
g. se

m
i-circle

 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

3
/4

 

-igh
t, -e

igh
 

 e
g. e

igh
t, h

e
igh

t, frigh
t 

m
e
anw

h
ile

, lastly,  

follow
, w

ith
in,      

A
ustralian 

A
d
d
ing –e

n, -e
ne

d
, -

e
ning 

 e
g. frigh

t-frigh
te

n-etc. 

m
ini- 

 e
g. m

inib
e
ast 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

5
/6

 

str-, spr- 
e
x
e
rcise, ch

aracte
r, 

que
stion, answ

er,    

fam
ous 

A
d
d
ing –ious, -ab

le
, un- 

e
g. e

nvy-e
nviab

le
-

e
nvious-une

nviab
le

/   

b
e
lie

f e
tc 

part- 

 e
g. particle

, partition 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

7
/8

 

th
r-, scr-, sh

r- 
b
usy, b

usily, b
usine

ss, 

practise
, practice

  

apology-apologe
tic-

apologise
 

accom
od

ate
-accom

pany-

accom
od

ation 

-ology 

 e
g. ge

ology, b
iology 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

9
/1

0
 

-ould
 

occasionally,           

favourite
,             

sub
traction, ad

d
ition, 

sign-significant-

signature
-insignificant-

insignificance
-re

sign 

-spire
 

 e
g. re

spire, aspire
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ff 

T
h
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o
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1
/2

 

sile
nt le

tte
r re

view
 

k
n-, gn-, w

r-, ph
-, -m

b
 

fam
ous, se

ve
ral, m

inus, 

num
b
e
r, num

eration 

inte
r- 

e
m

it-e
m

ission 

e
qu- 

 e
g. e

qual 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

3
/4

 

-d
d
, -tt, -cc (d

oub
le

     

le
tte

rs in m
id

d
le

) 

e
g. succe

ss, flutter 

e
spe

cially, quite
, quie

t, 

are
a, w

ay/w
e
igh

 

d
e
- 

e
g. d

e
m

onstrate,     

d
e
cad

e
, d

e
term

ine
 

ph
ys- 

 e
g. ph

ysio 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

5
/6

 

-ttle
 

 e
g. b

ottle
, b

attle
 

im
m

e
d
iate

ly, certain, 

w
ond

erful, le
arn,    

aw
e
som

e
 

m
an-   e

g. m
anage

-

m
anage

r, m
anage

m
e
nt 

e
le

ct-  e
g. e

le
ction 

sit- 

 e
g. situation 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

7
/8

 

-aw
-, -au- 

 e
g. claw

, aud
io, aw

e
som

e
 

cylind
e
r, civilisation, 

pe
culiar, d

e
ad

ly,   

som
eone

 

occur-occurre
nce

-

occurre
d
 

soc- 

 e
g. socie

ty 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

9
/1

0
 

-ie
-, -e

i- 
e
le

ction, d
ifficult,  

usually, spe
ctacular, 

anyb
od

y 

re- 

e
g. re

cognise
,           

re
com

m
e
nd

, re
conne

ct 

te
ch

- 

 e
g. te

ch
nology 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

D
N

P
S

-S
P

E
L

L
IN

G
 C

O
R

E
 C

U
R

R
IC

U
L

U
M

 
S

ta
g

e: 3
               T

erm
:  3

              C
la

ss: _
_

_
_
_
_

_
          Y

ea
r:_

_
_
_

_
_
_

 



W
eek

 
P

h
o

n
o
lo

g
ica

l  

K
n

o
w

led
g
e 

V
isu

a
l K

n
o
w

led
g

e 
M

o
rp

h
em

ic 

 K
n

o
w

led
g

e 

E
ty

m
o

lo
g
ica

l  

K
n

o
w

led
g
e 

S
ig

n
 

O
ff 

T
h

em
e W

o
rd

s 

 

1
/2

 

-m
ple

 

e
g. sam

ple
, te

m
ple

, 

crum
ple

 

C
anb

e
rra, B

allarat, 

N
e
w

 S
outh

 W
ale

s,   

e
x
cursion, rad

ical,  

alte
r- 

e
g. alte

rnate
, alte

red
 

app– e
g. approve

d
 

jud
- 

 e
g. jud

ge
, jud

gm
e
nt 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

3
/4

 

R
e
vie

w
 –ire

, -ure
, -e

re
 

V
ictoria, parliam

e
nt, 

governm
e
nt,             

illustrate
d
, und

erstand
 

gov- 

fe
d
- 

popu- 

 e
g. popular, population 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

5
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S
oft c- 

e
g city, citize

n 

gold
fie

ld
s, m

inister, 

pre
m

ier, straigh
t, 

ask
ed

 

m
is– e

g. m
istak

e
n 

-aff-  e
g. affab

le
, staff 

-naut 

 e
g. astronaut, nautical 

 
5

 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

7
/8

 

R
e
vision– list th

e
 w

ord
s 

revise
d
 

R
e
vision– list th

e
 

w
ord

s re
vise

d
 

R
e
vision– list th

e
 w

ord
s 

revise
d
 

R
e
vision– list th

e
 w

ord
s 

revise
d
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 T
h
e
m

e W
ord

s listed
 b

elow
: 

 

9
/1
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DNPS SPELLING LIST-30 words 

List Number: ____     Term: 1  2  3  4 (circle)    Week: _____    

LIST Word Your Copy LIST Word Your Copy 

1.     16.  

2.  17.  

3.  18.  

4.  19.  

5.  20.  

6.  21.  

7.  22.  

8.  23.  

9.  24.  

10.  25.  

11.  26.  

12.  27.  

13.  28.  

14.  29.  

15.  30.  
NOW YOU SEE IT 
Find and write down all the words that you can see in this line.               

 
DNPS SPELLING LIST-30 words 

List Number: ____     Term: 1  2  3  4 (circle)    Week: _____    

LIST Word Your Copy LIST Word Your Copy 

1.     16.  
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8.  23.  

9.  24.  

10.  25.  

11.  26.  

12.  27.  

13.  28.  

14.  29.  

15.  30.  
NOW YOU SEE IT 
Find and write down all the words that you can see in this line.               



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: All Stages 

What constitutes a fortnight’s spelling (160 minutes) 

 Drill/Familiarisation 40 minutes 

 Word Exploration/ Building 100 minutes 

 Assessment 20 minutes 

WORD FAMILIARISATION/DRILL-Page 1 Early 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

Activity/Game 

Memory Game– teacher taps out 3 words with ruler, then taps out 

2 of these same words. Students are asked to name the missing 

word. 

    

Activity/Game 

Spelling Bingo– students write 3 words from list in ‘Games Book’. 

Teacher calls out words from list. Students tick a word if matches 

teacher word. When 3 student words are ticked, student calls out 

‘Bingo’. Student next to ‘winner’ checks their answers. Winning  

student wins points for team. 

    

Activity/Game 

Examine ‘Words in Words’ of list words. Game can be devised, with 

teacher giving clue eg. I am a word inside ‘catch’ and I am an      an-

imal. 

First correct student to have hand up wins points for team. 

    

Activity/Game 

Examine prefixes of list words. Game can be devised, with teacher 

giving clue eg. I am a list word  (eg. stand) that has the same     

prefix as stop. 

First correct student to have hand up wins points for team. 

    

Activity/Game 

As above for ‘Rhyming Words’ 

    



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: All Stages 

What constitutes a fortnight’s spelling (160 minutes) 

 Drill/Familiarisation 40 minutes 

 Word Exploration/ Building 100 minutes 

 Assessment 20 minutes 

WORD FAMILIARISATION/DRILL-Page 2 Early 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

Activity/Game 

As previously for collections of nouns, verbs etc. eg. What 3 words 

in the list are nouns/places etc.? 

 

    

Activity/Game 

Unjumble list words 

    

Activity/Game 

Match list words to ‘Word Shapes’ eg. 

 

    

Activity/Game 

Make ‘Word Shape Puzzlers’ eg.  

 

    

Activity/Game 

Write sentences using given list words eg. write a sentence that 

uses the list words -’catch and apple’. 

    

Activity/Game 

Syllabification– students clap to the syllables for list words. 

    

Activity/Game 

Find-A-Word/ Now You See It-identifying words  

eg. 

    

   

 

C A T C H I N K 



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: All Stages 

What constitutes a fortnight’s spelling (160 minutes) 

 Drill/Familiarisation 40 minutes 

 Word Exploration/ Building 100 minutes 

 Assessment 20 minutes 

WORD EXPLORATION/BUILDING-Page 1 Early 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

Activity/Game 

Rhyming Words-build up lists of rhymes. Play ‘Bingo’ with the newly 

devised lists. 

    

Activity/Game 

Brainstorming-Play game ‘2 minutes’. teacher writes a sound        

(eg. –ee-) on the board and students have 2 minutes to write down 

as many words as they can that have that sound. When buzzer 

rings at end of 2 minutes, students put on their teacher hat, swap 

books and mark. Team points awarded eg. 10 for 1-4 words/ 20 for 

5-8 words/ 50 for more than 8/ 50 for the most words/ 50 for 

the biggest word. 

Teacher then devises  -ee– list by asking students for their best 

word. (Time Required: 15 minutes) This can then be used for drill 

and other games eg. Bingo. 

    

Activity/Game 

Prefixes-Build lists of words from list word prefixes eg. stop– 

stamp, stood, still, stick, strike. Use for games. 

    

Activity/Game 

Plurals-develop plurals for list words and words that rhyme with 

them. Use for games. 

    

Activity/Game 

Adding an ending– develop lists of words by adding:  -ing, -ful, -est, 

-es, -er, -ed etc. to the ending of base words. Use for games. 

    



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE: All Stages 

What constitutes a fortnight’s spelling (160 minutes) 

 Drill/Familiarisation 40 minutes 

 Word Exploration/ Building 100 minutes 

 Assessment 20 minutes 

WORD EXPLORATION/BUILDING-Page 2 Early 1 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

Activity/Game 

 

    

Activity/Game 

 

    

Activity/Game 

 

    

Activity/Game 

 

    

Activity/Game 

 

    

TESTING/ASSESSMENT  Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 1 Early 1 

LIST TEST-students tested on their individual quota     

DICTATION-only to be used for more able students     

STUDENT CONFERENCE-anecdotal assessment per individual     

WRITING SAMPLES-common words/ medial sounds etc.     



DNPS-SPELLING POLICY 
– Implemented Term 1, 2011/Updated 2016 

 

STAGE:   All Stages 

 
SMARTBOARD GAMES Focus OTHER GAMES Focus Stage Stage 

Snakes Alive R Bingo D 1,2,3 All 

Save the Penguins R 2 minutes D/P 

W/S 

1,2,3 All 

Santa’s Presents R Memory D 1,2,3 E1,1,2 

Orbs in Orbit R Word Snap R 1,2,3 2,3 

Roo Roundup R Word Concentration D E1-3 E1,1,2 

Hungry Koala p Spelling Knockout D E1-3 E1,1,2 

Magic Frog p Phonics dominoes All E1-3 All 

Fridge Magnet R Boggle W 2,3 All 

Dinosaur Hunt R Scrabble W 2,3 All 

Dice Wars R Scattergories W 1,2,3 All 

Bananas p Hotword Flashcards W,R,D E1-3 All 

20/20 Cricket Bash R Rhyme Time Challenge Box R E1-3 2,3 

Bat Cave R Chute game S 1-3 All 

Big Match R Now You See It D E1-3 2,3 

Spin Out in Space R    All 

Rhyming Bingo R    1,2,3 

      

      

      

      

FOCUS CODE: D=Drill    R=Rhymes   W=Word Building   P=Prefixes    S=Sounds 


